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BIG FIGURES FOR
IENUE PROPERTY

Commissioners Prepare Esti-
mates for Congress.

TOTAL OF OVER $19,000,000

Center Market Site and Building
Not Included.

« THE SQUARES IN DETAIL

Valuations Made by District As-
sessor and the Surveyor—Allow-
ance for Good Will and
Machinery.

Commissioners’ Valuation
of Avenue Properties

Land ............$11,923,000

Improvements ... 6,460,000
Good will, ma-

chinery, ctc.

(about) ....... 917,000

Total .......$19,300,000

The Commissioners of the District value
the land and improvements in that sec-
tion of the city from 3d sireet to 13th
street and from Pennsylvanfa avenue
northwest to B street southwest at
“abotit $19,300,000." This estimate, made
by the Commissioners and announced to-
day, was included in a report made to
Viee President Fairbanks this morning in
responge to the Senate resolution of Feb-
ruary 21 directing the Commissioners to
report the price of land and all improve-
ments within the boundaries mentioned.

Included in Heyburn Bill.

This territory because of its location
has .been strofigly advocated as the slte
for an extension of the Mall upon which
to erect @ number of government build-
ings, and its purchase is provided for in
the Heyburn bill now pending in Con-
gress. It ‘has also been pointed out that
it Is imperative that this land should be
yurchased by the government without
delay, as it is steadily increasing In value.
Those advocating the. proposition declare
that much v can be saved by buying
the property now instead of walting sev-
eral years, :

Immediately upon recelving theé resolu-
tion from the Senate the Commissioners
took action looking toward as definite a
report as could he made with the means
within their power. The surveyor of the
District and the assessor, separately,
made a thorough and painataking exami-
nation of all of the properties iIn the
blocks mentioned. The <Commissjoners
made the following estimate of the low-
est purchase price of the propesty in
question, arranged by =qguares:

Square. L.and. Im ments. Total.

qq\. ciiaeee  FUTR000 Hﬂ).ﬂno $1,223,000
508,000 . 160,000 , 000
103,000 RS, 000 218,000
1R0,000 7,000 230,000
481,000 125,000 556,000
400,000 00,000 B00,000
300,000 150.000 450,000
400,000 120,000 320,000
410,000 625,000 1,085,000
280,000 45,000 325,000
417,000 130,000 547,000
600,000 250,000 850,000
250,000 90,000 340,000
220,000 60, 000 280,000
520,000 250,000 770,000
+40.000 70.000 510,000
L98,000 380,000 938,000
T40,000 180,000 920,000
270,000 260,000 1,530,000
T, (00 440,000 1, 1150, 000
200,000 270,000 530,000
173,000 200,000 375,000
403 0nn 425,000 828,000
GO0, 000 ), 000 1,200,000
S, iy 175.000 473,000

275.000) 240,000 513,000 |

Z20,000 150,000 370,000 |
Totals. . . $11.923,000 %6, 460,000 $18.383,000

Center Market Not Included.

Iu the repord the Commigsioners savy:

“It is believed that a small percentage
siiould be added to this estimate to maka
up for a small allowance which would
undoubtedly have to be made for good
will in some business properties. machin-

ery on which little or no salvage would be
obtained and other similar items. Pos-
=ibiyv J§ per cent of the total would cover
these necessary allowances, making the
total estimate about $10,300,000.

“It is noted that the propertyv known as
(‘enter market is not called for in the
Senate resolution and is not inciuded in
the foregoing estimate.”

STUDENTS BACE WATER.

Btrikers Agree to Return to Their

Studies at New York.
Bpeeinl Dispateh to The Star.

NEW YORK. April 3.—The striking
students of New York Unlversity capitu-
Jated this morning and agreed to return
to their studies unconditionally. after a
meeting during which both sides were
heard. The man chiéfly instrumental in
bringing about the change of heart is
Fdward Relbiris, an alumnus of the class
of 1604,

Rolhiris was very popular in the college

|
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DESTROYER CUT DOWN

British Naval Disaster Costs
Thirty-Six Lives.

TIGER SUNK BY BERWICK

Twenty-Two of Her Fifty-Eight
Men Rescued.

SHAM BATTLE IN THE DARK

Cruisers and Torpedo Boats Were
j All Running Without Lights.
| Men Had No Chance.

PORTSMOUTH, England. April 3.--
Thirty-six men, inciuding Lieut. Middle-
ton. commander of the torpedo boat de-
strover Tiger, lost their lives in the célli-
slon off the Isle of Wight last night be-
tween that vessel and the British crulser
Berwick.

The vessels belong to the Portsmouth
division of the British home (fleet,

The night was very dark and the Berwick
was steaming slowly. When the destroyer
attempted to cross the big cruiser’s bow
she was caught amidships and cut in hailf
with knifelike precirion, sinking almost
immedlately.

Sunk by Oilskins.

The deck crew, who were dressed in
heavy oilskins and boots, went down with
the vessel, not having time to free them-
selves from these heavy incumbrances.
Of the twenty-two men who were rescueq
most of them were engineers and stokers,
who, having light clothing. were able to
keep themselves afloat until boats from
other ships, which were immediately
launched, picked them up. :

The collislon occurred at R:10 o'clock
last night. The ships wers maneuvering
without lights, It is believed that sev-
eral of the men were killed by the im-
pact. Tugs were dispatched to the scene
of the disaster at daylight today, and
divers will make an attempt to recover
the bodies of the men who were drowned.

Attempts at Rescue.

The smaller naval vessels were in the
midst “of an attack on their bigger con-
sorts when the disaster occurred. The
entire fleet was under masked lights, and
in the absolute darkness the Tiger was
suddenly struck square amidships by the
Berwick. The stem of this vessel, to use
the words of an eye-witness, cut the de-
stroyer In two as if she had been made
of paper. The forward half sank in-
stantaneously and the sea became dotted |
with struggling men. Most of them, how-
ever, safik before help could reach them.
The warships in e immediate vicinity
quickly hdd their bhoatg overboard and
the scone the traged;* was brilllantly
illuminated by a concentration of search-
lights. The after portion of the Tiger
floated for a minute or two just long
enough to enable those on board to seize
life helts. They threw themselves into
the water and were able to keep afloat
unti! picked up. Willlam E. Middleton
was on the bridge at the time of the dis-
aster and went down with the fore part
of the ship. The Tiger hady a comple-
{nenr of fifty-eight men and was of 400
ons.

Scalded and Drowned.

Arn officer who was an eyewitness to
the sinking of the Tiger gave the follow-
ing account of the accident:

‘““The first we knew that anything had
happened was when we paw a flash and
heard a loud report. This we supposed
to be a gun. In reality, however, the
flash and the report resulted from the
sea water redching the boller room of the
Tiger, inducing an escape of steam which

must have scalded to death everybody
that it touched. The men in the stoke-
holds must have met a fearful end. It
was horrible to see the forms struggling
in the water. Many of the men went un-
der just as help was within their reach.
I do not think that there Is any hope of
salving the Tiger or recovering the bodies,
as the wreck lies in too deep water.”

The Tiger was in a serious accident last

and
were engaged in night maneuvers in the |
channel while on their way to Portland. |

| Consideration of the Bill for Widen-

| was ralsed as to the acquisitlon of the

T0 STOP TRACK GAMBLING

SENATE DISTRICT COMMITTEE

WOULD PROHIBIT BETTING. |

ing Bennping Road—House Meas-
* ure Needs Amendment.

A ppC———

The House bill for the v.-ldenin; of

Benning road, with the anti-race track
gambling amendment attached, was pre-
sented this morning by the Carter sub-
committee of the Senate District com-
mittees to the full committee, with a re-
port of progress and a request for In-
structions. The subcommittes was di-
rected to report the bill and such pend-
ing amendments at the next regular meet-
ing of the committee. Several repre-
pentatives ©of the race track requested a
hearing on the amendment relating to
gambling. but the commlittee unanimously
decided not to grant the hearing.

So far as could be learned the commit-
tee was ungnimously -in favor of the
Sims anti-gambling amendment. "It is
understood that this was informally dis-
cussed, but that no definite actlon was

taken upon it pending the further con-
sideration by the subcommittee of the
other provisions of the bill.

Acquisition of Land.

The bill for the widening of Benning
road is substantially the same as a Sen-
ate bill upon which Senator Carter pre-
pared a report a short time ago. Upon
the presentation of this report a question

September, when during night maneuvers

she piled herself upor the Portland |
breakwater. :

PASTOR CONDEMNS HIMSELF.

Innocently Officiated at Marriage of

Divorced Couple.
Special Dispatch to The Star.

GARRETT. Ind., April 3.— Because he
innocently officiated at the marriage of
a couple both of whom had previousiy
been divorced iae Rev. Harry B. Stev-
eng, pastor of the Baptist Church, re-
signed today and savill abundon the nyin-
istry to become an exile as a missionary
in Africa.

When the young preacher was called
upon Saturday night to tie the nuptial
knot for Leonard Wignot, a Fort Wayne
shoe merchant, and Lucy Miller of this
city he proceeded in the conventional
manner,

When it was all over and the couple
was happily united in the “holy bonds
of wedlock” the clergyman discovered, in
signing the certificate, that both the
bride and bridegroom had been previ-
ously wedded and both divoreced.

1t was too late to retract, but the

during his student days and was one of
the university’'s most prominent athletes. |
His influence is still felt among the under- |
graduates. He gave the students scme
plain talk, peinting out where theyv had !
been foolish and hasty. and at the close |
the boys looked sheepish.

Dr. Stevenson, the oldest professor. and
a great faverite with the studente, paved
the way to a better understanding of
things in an address in which he sald!
that Arthur A. Young. president of the
Junior class, was not resting under any
cloud, and that nothing has been proved
against him, but was simply under sus-
pension as representative of the junior
class. Suspending Young., he explained,
was llke suspending the entire class.

The boyvs will go back to their studies
this afternoon.

The students went on strike yesterday
wlen Young was suspended in connertion
with the hazing of Henry Block. a fresh-
man.

lehgro Dies After Becoming White.
Special Dispateh to The Star.

CANTON, Ohio. April 3.—Eugene Craw-
ford., a negro. recently underwent a mys-
terious cuticle transformation, becoming
almost a clear white. Recently lie com-
plained of a peculiar nervous allment and
was taken to Aultman Hospital for treat-

ment. The physicilans discovered that
he was suffering from % rare and peculiar
disease known as vitiligo, which caused
the change of color and ultimately weak-

! pasegage, and during the prayer that fol-

minister was conscience-stricken and he
did not remain for the wedding supper.
Then he prepared a special sermon from
the twenty-third chapter of Jeremiah
and delivered it to his congregation.
Toward the close he made reference
to his own violation of the scriptural

lowed he sobbed and his wife wept.

Women of the congregation were
touched by the scene and wept in
svmpathy. Now the Rev. Mr. Stevens

has declared himself unfit to preach the
gospel and has resigned the ministry.

MAJ. HANCOCK'S CASE.

President Mitigates His Sentence of
Dismissal.

After consultation with Gen. Bell, chief
of staff, today the President mitigated the
sentence of dismissal Imposed by court-
martial in the case of Maj. William F.
Hancock, Coast Artillery Corps, stationed
at Fort Barrancas, Florida, so as to re-
duce that officer to the foot of the list of
majors of the Coast Artillery Corps and
to retain him in that place for the remain-

der of his actlve service in the army.
Maj. Hancock now stands No. 19 in lhis
grade, and the President's action drops
him to No. 46. He was convicted of vio-
lating a pledge to abstain from Indulgence
in all Intoxicating liquors and was sen-
tenced to be dismissed. Maj. Hancock Is
from Ohlo, and was graduated from the

ened his heart, so that he died last night. | 1883

United States Military Academy in June,

title by the government to a strip of land
some thirty feet wide owned by tlie
Washington Railway and Electric com-
pany, which will be within the northerly
two-thirds of the Benning road as the bill
proposed to extend the same. The House
bill does not make any specific provision
for the acquisition of title to this strip,
and it is & question in the minds of the
committee members wnether the property
now being devoted to a quasi-public pur-
pose is subject to condemnation for an-
other public purpose. That guestion was
pending before the subcommittee wHen
the House bill was referred to it.

Am to the Senate bill, the Senate com-
mittee had previously agreed to an
amendment providing that all damages
ghould be assessed as benefits: that the
jury sihould assess as benefits the full
amount of damages, together with tie
cost of the proceeding, and further that
the Washington Railway and Eleectric
C'ompany should be required to operate
t gh cars to Oklahoma avenue, and
to place its tracks in the canter of Ben-
ning road within ninely days after the
road shall have been widened according
to the provisions of the bill.

Appropriation Agreed To.

An appropriation was agreed to that
the act might be carried into effect and
to pa) the costs, 10 be repald to the
District from the assessments for bene-
fits. TUnder date of March 25 Commis-
sioner Macfarland forwarded to the chair-
man of the Senate committee, Mr. Gal-
linger, a communication from Auditor
Tweedale of the District calling atten-

tion to a defect In the House blll for the
widening of Benning road, in that this
bill, as it passed the House, falled to
make any appropriation to carry iis pro-
visions into effect.

The auditor holds that the language of
the bill as it passed the House does not
make any appropriation or authorize the
payment of money from any funds. The
language of the bill is:

“That there is hereby authorized to bhe
expended from the revenues of the Dis-
trict of Columblia.” ,

This language, the auditor holds, is not
an appropriation of money, but merely
authority to pay without any appropria-
tion to meet the payment.

The Senate committee still adheres, as
to the [HHouse bill, to the conclusions
reached previously with reference to the
Senate bill on the same subject, and
this morning directed the subcommittee
to prepare an amendment in conformity
with those suggested; and further, to pre-
pare an amendment to the House bill
making appropriation of money necessary
lo carry the same into effect in accord-
ance with the recommendations of the
| auditor.

Senator Carter's subcominittee is ex-
pected to confer with the street railway
officials with - a view to dcquiring the
thirty-foot strip of land owned by the
company within the exterior boundaries
of Benning road as it is proposed to be

| able report to the Senate on the Gallinger

widened, and to prepare such amendments

to the bill as will insure the acquisition
of the title to the land.

Favorable Reports Ordered.

The commlittee this morning instructed
Senator Long of Kansas to make a favor-

bill authorizing the Washington Market
Compgny to construct an overhead track
siding from the railroad yards west of
12th street southwest, in to square 325,
which is bounded by 11th, 12th, E and F
streets southwest, and to procure by pur-
“hase or lease all of a purt of ihat square
to conduct thereon a cold storage busi-
ness and to manufacture ice, also to lay
a conduft pipe line for the purpose of
bringing water directly from the river.
The committee amended this bill o as to
provide that no change should be made
in the present grade of 12th street, and
that the overhead track have a clearance
above the curb of fourteen feet.

Benator Gallinger was instructed to re- |
port favorably without amendment a bill |
to regulate the establishment and main-
tenance of private hospltals and asylums
in the District. This makes it necessary
for such Institutions. whether they are
for the reception of human beings or
domestic animals, to secure a license from
the CCommissioners, and provides, among
other things, for inspection of such insti-
tutions by an agent of the health depart-
ment

A bill for the relief of pensioners of the
metropolitan police fund was ordered
favorably reported. This appropriates
about $16,600 from the District revenues
to pay the amount withheld froms$pen-
sioners of the police fund on account of
deficlencies between June 20, 1894, and
May 31, 1808,

4.
LILLEY FILES AN 'AFFII]AVIT‘

ENLISTED MEN ON SUBMARINES
'OF THE HOLLAND COMPANY.

Ferry's - Testimony Regarding
Bowles of Fore River Shipbuild-
ing Company Contradicted.

Representative George Lilley of Connec-
ticut, author of the resolution under which
the special committee of the House is in-
vestigating charges against the Electric
Boat Company, today placed in evidence
an afidavit dated March 12 and signed
by Carl Foster, residing in Bridgeport,
Conn., who swore that during the fall and
winter of 1902 he served In the 1'nited
States navy In the capacity of chief elec-
trician; that during that time “he served
upon the submarine torpedo boats Fulton.
8hark, Adder, Moccasion. Porpoise and
Plunger. all of which torpedo boats were
at that time owned by either the Holland
Torpedo BHoat Company or its successor,
the Electric Boat Company, and none of
which ak that time was owned by the
United States government, and that dur-
ing saild perfod many of the crew of the|
sald submarine torpedo boats were sailors|
in the service of the United Btates Navy
and recefved from the United States gov-
ernment their pay as members of such
service, and In additlon thereto received
wages from the Holland Torpedo Boat
Company; and that they performed {full
service in thelr individualecapacities. so
that it was not necessary for the Holland
Torpedo Boat Company or the Electric
Boat Company to independently employ
men to do and perform the services per-
formed by sald sallors,”

Thig statement was offered in substan-
tiation of Mr. Lilley's charges that the
Electric Boat Company has paid money
to enlisted men. .

Ferry’s Testimony Contradicted.

Mr. Lilley also presented an affidavit
from John C. Lake, vice president of the
Lake Torpedo Boat Company, dated
Bridgeport, Conn., March 16, to T~ ¢f-
fect that about two years ago he had an
interviaw with Charles Ferry, a repre-
sentative of the Bridgeport Brass Com-
pany, in which Ferry told him that Presi-
dent Bowlés of the Fore River Shipbuild-
ing and Engine Company had asked him
(Ferry) to use all influence possible upon
a Connecticut congressman io Induce him
not to use his influence in favor of the
I.ake company and to use it in favor of
the Eleotric Boat Company; if he .wus
successful  in this the Fore River com-
pany would make contracts with the
Bridgeport Brass Company for geods to
the value of about $100,000. i

Mr. Ferry. in his testimony before the
committee Wednesday denled that Presi-
dent Bowles had made him any such
groponltlon or that he had ever promised

Im an order for seeing any one.

UNION STATION TRACKAGE BILL

CONFEREES MEET FOR FIFTH
TIME TOMORROW.
e s
Proposition to Regulate the Lines
by Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion Expected as Compromise.

T S BT

The Senate and Hous> coaferees on the
Taion station 1riwckage bill wil begin
their Sfth me-iing at 2:30 o'clock tomor-
row afternoon. with the best outlook yet
for reaching an agreement. A new propa-
sition is expected to be formally con-
sidered, which is in the nature of a com-
promise that it is believed will be ac-
ceptable 10 both branches. This is regu-
laticn of the street railway lines by the
interstate commerce commission.

All along the conferees have heen stick-
ing on the questions of regulation antd
univer=al transfers. It iz true that Rep-
resentative Sims, the minority member of
the committec of managers on the part
of the House, who hz2s been the greatest
thorn in the sides of the Senate con-
ferees, at first raisec “the issue of the
location of the tracks, but it is understood
that so much weighty authority was
brought to bear on the House conferees
on this point that they are willing to
yield in favor of the Senate bill as to
track location.

It i1s further rumored that an agree-
ment to eliminate the universal transfer
feature of the bill, put on in the House.

will be reached. The regglation feature,
however, is likely to ~ause the most trou-
ble, and 1f no agreement should be reached
at the coming session it will undoubtedly
be because of this House nrovision.

The position of the House is that the
roads should be regulated by the District
Commissioners, and an amendmen: to
this effect was incorporated in the bill at
the instance of Representative *‘Pete”
Hepburn of Towa. This the Senate con-
ferees will not agree to for a minute; but
a counter-proposition to increase the con-
tirol which the interstate commerce com-
mission already has over the Distriet
sireet railwayvs has been advanced, it is
-said. Rumor says that this compromise
section is not as drastic as the Ilouse
amendment, but that it has the virtue of
being acceptable to the Senate conferees
and at least in part to the House con-
ferees, As for the rallrouads, while they
prefer to see this feature entirely elimi-
nated. yet it is said they wlll not make a
determined stand in case such a propo-
sition is seriously broached.

A BUSY WEEK.

Next One to Be Such for House Dis-
trict Committee.

Next week will be a busy one with the
House District committee. A prohibition
hearing has been set for 10 o'clock Mon-
day morning, April ¢; a hearing on the
bill to repeal the stock inflation clause of
the local gas act of 1896, for half-past 10
o'clock Wednesday morning, April 8, and
i hearing on the bill to fix fees in the
Probate Court, for half-past 10 o'clock
Thursday, April 0.

This last-named bill is considered by
members of the committee as one of the
most important that has been up this ses-
slon, inasmuch as the question of the fees
which shall be {ixed by law is one of vital
interest to property owners and others
having busimess in the Probate Court.
The bill in question contemplates an in-
crease of fees In some particulars and,
more important, 2 general adjustment to
bring about more uniformity than now
exists,

Tomorrow morning the subcommittee on

streets will meet and endeavor to clear
up about a dozen street-opening and
street-extension measures now before it
for action. The members of the subcom-
mittee have .been all over town of late,
looking at the wvarlous propertles which
would be affected by these bills, and are
ready to act upon them.

The committee also has before it—al-
though it is not expected that action or
even consideration of any of them will be
possible next week—a - number of impor-
tant measures, Including the public util-
ities measure and the Oleott child labor
bill. It is expected that hearings will be
necessary on this last-named measure.

Although the District committee has a
crowded time ahead of it Chairman
Smith has suggested to the members that
the committee meet continuously all day
next Thursday and even sit at night if
thi= becomes necessary.

HILLS ARE N PARIS HOLD-UP I

‘They Attend a Reception Given |

by Ambassador White.

HE MEETS PRINCE RADOLIN|

Assured a Cordial Reception Awaits
Him in Berlin.

AMERICAN EMBASSIES ABROAD f

Old Problem of Their Purchase Again
Mooted—Advantages of
Such Ownership.

o

PARIS. April 3.—Mr. and Mrs. David
Jayne HIill met the Prince and Princess |
Radolin at the reception given by Ambas- |
sador White yesterday aftermoon. Dr.
HIIl is the ambassador designate of the
T'nited States to Germany and Prince
Radolin is ythe German ambassador to
France. Both the prince and the princeas
manifested particular cordlality to Dr.
Hill, the prince conversing with him for
fifteen minutes and assuring him that the
reception accorded him In Berlin would
be all the warmer on aocount of the un-
fortunate affair of a few days ago. Dr.
and Mrs. Hill will return to The Hague,
where Mr. HIill is American minister,
Monday nex,t.

Dr. Hill has heard nothing of the Wash-
ington report that he is to replace White-
law Reid as American ambassador to
Great Britain, and he does not credit the
rumor.

Purchase of Embassies.

The impression holds here that the Hill
incident will help the movement in Con-
gress for the purchase of befitting resi-
dences for the American ambassadors
abroad, and thus put an end to the com-
parisons between the embassies occupled

by the successive representatives of the
United States. With permanent homes
for the ambassadors, the national dignity
would be not only enhanced. but the dis-
tinetion resulting from the personal
wealth of the ambassadors would In a
large measure disappear.

Japan Got in First.

Regret is expressed in Paris over the
report from Berlin that the Japanese gov-
ernment has stolen a march on Washing-
ton by arranging to purchase the present
residence of Ambassador Tower in Berl_!n,
it being understood that Washington had
made inquiries and intended to buy this
Ff)rm:rﬂ"tyf if Congress granted the author-
ity. Should the Bacon ames ept appro-
priating $400,000 for an Americin embassy
in Paris pass it Is considered likely that
the government will purchase the r'np-
erty now occupied by A.m‘basndor\ hite.

BRAZIL AND THE FLEET.

Roosevelt Expected. to Visft Rio de
Janeiro.

RIO DE JANEIRO, April 3.—The mayor
of Rio de Janeiro in his annual meéssage
glves expression to the gratification
caused by the visit of the American fleat.
The mayor says that the national and
municipal authorities joined in extend-
Ing a warmly enthusiasiic welcome to
the vessels and the officers and men, and
Iin arranging in their honor those public
celebrations which confirmed once more
the friendship and political solidarity
existing Detween Brazil and the United
States.

It is reported here that President
Roosevelt will visit Brazil after the ex-
piration of his term of office.

-

President Roosevelt, according to a
statement made at the White House to-
day, has concluded no plans to govern
himself when he once mora becomes &
private citizen. It was stated that as yet
he has not taken under conslderation the
possibility of a trip to South America.
It is too early to give serious thought as
to what will be done when the President
retires from office.”” was the answer given
to the question as to whether he should
vigit Rio Janeiro when he becomes an ex-
President of the United States.

HABITUAL DRUNKENNESS

To Be Made a Crime in the District

at Instance o( Commissioners.

Chairman Smith of the Flouse District
committee today introduced, at the In-
stance of the Commissioners, a bill to
make habitual drunkenness a misde-
meanor in the National capital. Pun-
ishment for this offense is provided in the
shape of a fine of not more than $100 and
incarceration in the hospital fur inebriates
for not more than two years, or both the
fine and incarceration.

The bill also authorizes the Commis-
sioners to use the old main building of

the Washington Asylum_ as a hospital
for inebriates. :

LIABILITY OF EMPLOYERS.

House Judiciary Committee Again

Amends the Sterdng Bill.

The Sterling employers’ llabllity bill, to
which in an amended form the House ju-
diclary committee agreed Wednesday by
a vote of. ten to seven, was reamended
today, that committee, by a vote of eleven
to six, reversing itself. It was not a party
vota. Seven democrats combined with
four republicans to make up the majority
ballot. !

The clauge amended today is that relat-
ing to contributory negligence. Last
Wednesday the committee amended the
clause so as to conform with the La Fal-
lette bill In its original form. Today the
committee changed the section so as to
read that ‘‘contrlbutory negligence' (in-
stead of “slight” contributory negligence)
“shall not be a bar to recovery, but the
jury shall apportion the negligence of the
employer and of the employe and allow to
the employe such sum of money as shall
be in proportion to the ratic which his
negligence bears to the negligence of the
employer.””

epresentatives Littlefleld of Maine,
Parker of New Jersey. and Bannon of
Ohlo will flle a minority report declaring

the section as amended today to be un-
constitutional.

=53
New -Subway for New York.
NEW YOREK, April 3.—The .proposition
to bulld 2 new subway from the Battery
to the Bronx under Broadway and Lex-
ington avenue, to cost $60,000,000, was
approved by the board of estimate today.

The board adopted a resolution calling
on the public service commission to sub-
mit forms of contracte for digging the
new subway. Mayor McClellan and Con-
troller Metz opposed the action on the
ground that the clity will not be able to
secure the funds necessary to begin the

work. o

BESUMED

Democrats Filibuster Under
Lead of Williams.

DELAY HOUSE BUSINESS

]

Republicans May Bring in a Drastic
Rule.

INFORMAL CONFERENCE HELD

Legislative Proceedings Consisted
Simply of a Succession of
Roll Calls.

ey St

Under the leadership of Representa-
tive John Sharp Willlams of Missis-
sippi. the leader of the minority in the
House, the filibuster of yesterday, which
resulted in the House remalning 1a ses-
slon until after 10 o'clock last night,
was resumed today. Mr. Williains de-
manded roll calls on every conceivabla
proposition of which, under the rules,
he could avail himself, and consequently

ugﬂto the time The Star’s report closed
absolutely nothing had been accom-
plished.

The minority leader started the filibuster
agaln immedlately after the House con-
vened. He demanded the veas and nays
on the approval of the journal, and again
immediately afterward. on a motion to
B0 into committee of the whole to con-
slder the urgent deficiency bill appropriat-
Ing $2.000,0000 and which had been urged
by the Secretary of the Navy for im-
mediate passage in order that he might
not be forced to make any further dis-
charges of navy vard employes.

The fact that Mr. Willlams inciuded
this measure In the democratic filibuster
occasloned some surprise on both sides
of the House. The idea of the republican
majority being forced, by reason of demo-
cratic time-killing tactics, to work over
time for the passage of a bill to keep a
considerable number of workingmen in
their jobs did not appeal to some of the
minority members as being a very wise
move. At the same time they had prom-
ised the minority leaders to help along
the fllibuster and they stuck to Lheir
guns,

Charged With Bad Faith.

Representative Fitzgerald of New York
accused Secretary of the Navy Metcalf of
not having kept faith with the House, He
recalled the Secretary’'s statement Dbe-
fore the appropriations committee to the
effect that the £2,000,000, in question was
necesgary at once if a large number ol
mechanics in navy yards were to retain
their positions, and declared that despite
the fact that the deficiency bill had pass-
ed both the Senate and House, and there
was excellent prospect of its soon becom-

‘a'law, the Becretary had gone to work
d furloughed a large number of men
for periods up to nineiy days.

CHalfman Tawney of the appropriations
committee replied to Mr. Fitzgerald's
rémarks in a somewhat rarcastic vein.
He said that Secretary Metcalf was for-
merly a member of the House of Repre-
sentatives and probably realized that. in
view of the dilatory tactics of the demo-
crats it would be safe for him to con-
tinue the employment of all the men In
question in the hope that the deticiency
blll would become a law in time to meet
the pavment of salaries when due.

Theére were two or three more roll calls
on:this same Dbill. Johin Sharp Williams
successfully opposing every attempt at a
short-cut on the part of the republicans.
and-up to 3 o'clock this afternoon the
proceedings in the House amounted sim-
ply to a succession of roll calls.

May Bring a Rule.

This afternvon the republican leaders in
the. House held an informal conference,
and it i understood that in case the
democrats continue the present filibuster
a drastic rule will be brought into the
House by a majority of ¢the commitlee on
rules, under which the House machine
may be speeded, filibuster or no filibuster.

Only a Skirmish.

Leaders of the two partles in the House
of Representatives agree that yesterday’s
engagement on the floor was but a skir-
mish prelim‘nary to an extended battle
in which the democratic minority expects
to fight out to a finish its program of ¢n-
deavoring to secure by coercion certain
legislation demanded by it and in part
recommended by the President, and the
republican majority w.1l abandon its de-
fensive attitude and carry the wiar across
the border. For the struggle both forces
will strip for action, and all such impedi-
menta as private hills and minor legisla-
tion in general will be cast aside and
trampled under foot.

Five of the big appropriation bills are
yvét to be disposed of, and as the fighting
plan of the minority is to commpel action
on selected measures by blockading all
action, neither minor bills nor debates of
anW length must be allowed o consume
the “time remaining.

Mr. Williams’ Explanation.

Representative Williams, the leader
of the minority, denies that the affray

was in the nature of a filibuster He de-
clared today that the democrats were nor
filibustering. but “are intent upon a
serious and highly commendable effort to
force the republicans to do one of two
things: either pass certain measures
which most of them are personally in
faver of, and which a republican Presi-
den' has urged, or suffer themselves to be
recdorded openly and Individually as op-
posed to them.”

There was A4 slim attendance of mem-
bers when the House convened today,
due to the strenuous session of vester-
day, which ran far into the night. Roth
Messrs. Payne and Willlams, tl.e ma-
jority and minority leaders, however,
were on hand prepared for the further
parllamentary struggle which nas soon
agaln under way. The partisans on both
gldes were evidently determined to con-
duct the fight to a flnish.

“Roasts’’ the President.

During the filibuster proceedings on the
floor of the House today Representative
Fitzgerald of New York managed to se-
cure seven minutes time, which he de-
voted to a *‘roast” of the Presldent. He
spoke of Mr. Roosevelt as “Insincere and
hypocritical,” and made fun of the horse-
hack test prescribed by the Chief Execu-
tive for ofiicers of the army.

" *“*Heavens!" cried Mr. Fitzgerald. “‘what
a spectacle would result if the President
should order my colleague from New
York, Mr. Payne, to mount a horse and
go over the steeplechase course iat Chevy
Chase to prove his fitness to be the leader
of the republican majority in this House.”

Mr. Payvne weighs somewhere in the
vicinity of 300. He did not seem to en-
joy Mr. Fitzgerald's reference. Every-
body else did.

CONSUL TO BERNE DEAD.

James Jeffrey Roche of Massachu-

setts Dies After Long Illness.

BERNE, Switzerland, April 3.—James
Jeftrey Roche, the American consul at
Berne. died here this morning after &
long illness. Mr. Roche was appointed
to Berne in April, 1907. Previous to that
he was American consul at Genoa. Mr.
Roche was born in Ireland in 1847 and
was appointed irom Massachusetts. He
was a poet and author of considerable
note,




